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‘It’s shameful. We were 
there full on during Covid – 
we deserve a little respect’

By Katherine Lawton

‘FORGOTTEN’ staff in private 
h�q��zy���h�������v�t�uz�r��
protested outside the Depart-
�r��� zs� Crhy�u� �r��r�qh���
 calling for their Covid 
Qh�qr�vp� Qh��r���� �z�
be expedited after a nine-
�z��u�qryh���

6y�z���h��rh��hs�r��v���h��
announced by the Govern-
�r�����ur�Ą �������z�v�rq�
�z��z�r� �uh��#��������hss�
who risked their lives on 
the Covid front line has still 
not been paid. 

Uur��z�r���h����z�v�rq�v��
recognition of workers’ ‘heroic 
rssz���·�q��v�t��ur��h�qr�vp�²�
h���h����hp�vsvprq��urv��urhy�u�z��
�v�r��v�u��urv�� sh�vyvr���z��uvryq�
ryqr�y�� �r�vqr���� s�z�� �ur�
disease. 

Hz�r� �uh�� !����� yr��r��� s�z��
 private and voluntary nursing 
uz�r���hss��r�r�qryv�r�rq��z��ur�
9r�h���r���zs�Crhy�u��r��r�qh��
i��I���v�t�Cz�r��D�ryh�q��ICD���
which organised the protest. The 
yr��r��� �r�� z��� �ur� ¶v��r��r�
 frustration, anger and upset’ felt 
by staff due to the delay. 

NHI chief Tadhg Daly, said: 
�¶Qrz�yr� yrs���urv�� sh�vyvr���z���ur��
��h�rq�z�r��vtu��v������v�t�uz�r���
�z� �ur�� �hqr� �r��� �vt�vsvph���
 sacrifices and that is because they 
care. 

‘They worked to look after people 
through a very difficult and chal-
lenging period, particularly in the 
early stages when people didn’t 
know what they were facing. 

¶Uur� Bz�r���r��� ��z�v�rq� h�

�
�rpzt�v�vz�� �h��r��� h�q� �ur��
need to set a date for it now. It was 
announced on January 19, yet 
inexplicably, those in the private 
h�q� �zy���h��� ����v�t� uz�r�
 sectors are still waiting to be 
paid.’ 

Mr Daly added: ‘We’ve been get-
�v�t� r�hvy�� hyy� �u�z�tu� �ur� yh���
���ir�� zs� �z��u�� s�z�� �rz�yr�
concerned about it. We felt it was 
v��z��h����z�����z����ur��·�

P�r��z�h���9vh��r�Fv��h����uz�
works as a carer at Áras Mhuire 
Nursing Facility in Co. Louth, said 
�ur�Bz�r���r��·��qryh��v���hxv�t�
�ur��h��r���v��¶�uh�rs�y·�pz��vq-
ering the health risks the staff 
faced. 

‘ W h e n  n o 
one else was 
allowed into 
����v�t�uz�r��

we were there full on, offering love, 
support and respect,’ she said. 

‘We had no option but to hug and 
to care, and we didn’t have the 
z��vz���z�xrr����z��r��r��h�h����
Xr� �r�r� �h�xrq�� h�q� �r� hyy�
 supported each other and were a 
sh�vy����z��r�qr�r��r��z�ir���rh�rq�
�v�u�h�yv��yr��z�r��r��rp���

H� Fv��h� hqqrq) ¶Xr qvq z��
jobs like we do 
every s ingle 
day, so we just 
feel let down by 
the 
Bz�r���r���·�

Meanwhile, a household 
�h�htr�� h�� �ur� �h�r� ����v�t�
facility, Julie McNeela, said she 
too feels let down after putting 

her own 
health 

and 
wellbeing 
at risk. 

‘We didn’t have the 
choice to stay two 
�r��r�� h�h�� s�z��
anybody,’ she said. 
‘We still gave the 

hugs, and the personal 
reassuring touches. They didn’t 
tr�� �z� �rr� �urv�� sh�vyvr��� �z� �r�
�r�r��urv��sh�vy���

‘That’s why we feel we deserve this 
Ą ������Xr·�r�irr���zyq��r·yy�tr��v��h��
�zz��h���z��viyr��hppz�qv�t��z�bCrhy�u�
�Hv�v��r�{�T�r�ur��9z��ryy���6�� �ur�
irtv��v�t�� ur� �zyq� ��� �uh�� �r� �r�r�
�rh�v�t�ph�r��h�q��uh���r�h�r�ur�zr���
i����r·�r��z��irv�t���rh�rq�yvxr�ur�zr��
�z��·��ur�hqqrq�

H��9z��ryy��uh��irr��h���zhpurq�
sz��pz��r����

‘We’re not treated 

like heroes now’
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Protest: Some 
2,000 letters 

were given to 
the Department 

of Health 
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